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Haidee Abe (President) is the Chief Financial Officer of W.H. Shipman, Limited, one of East Hawai‘i’s largest real
estate holding companies. Founded in 1882, the company has a long history of responsible land stewardship
and community engagement. With more than 25 years of experience in finance, administration, and executive
leadership, Haidee has held key leadership positions including Acting Chief Executive Officer and Vice President
and Trustee of D. Buyers Enterprises, as well as Assistant Vice President and Business Banking Team Leader at
First Hawaiian Bank. An active community leader, Haidee currently serves as Treasurer of Hawai‘i Island
Community Health Center and previously as Vice Chair. She is Treasurer of W.H. Shipman Limited and a member
of the Advisory Board of Hawai‘i Care Choices and the Mediation Centers of Hawaii board of directors. Her
previous nonprofit leadership includes serving as Chair of Bay Clinic, Inc., President of The Food Basket,
Treasurer of Hawai‘i Care Choices, Treasurer of the Hawai‘i Island Chamber of Commerce, and board leadership
with numerous other community organizations. Haidee brings to the board extensive financial expertise,
strategic and executive leadership, strong governance experience, and a deep commitment to advancing the
well-being of the Hawai‘i Island community.

Jessica “Jaycee” Uchida (Vice President) was born and raised in Honolulu, Hawai‘i. She received her B.A. in
International Relations with a minor in British Literature from International Christian University in Tokyo,

Japan. After living in Tokyo for 4 years, Jaycee attended the University of Hawai‘i at Manoa William S.
Richardson School of Law, where she received her J.D. in 2016. Jaycee served as a Law Clerk to the Honorable
Colette Y. Garibaldi (ret.) in Honolulu prior to moving to Hawai‘i Island in 2017, where she served as Judicial
Assistant to the Honorable Greg K. Nakamura (ret.). Since 2018, she works as a Senior Staff Attorney at Legal
Aid Society of Hawai‘i where she practices primarily in Family Law and Child Welfare. Jaycee also spearheads
the implementation and execution of the Rural Paternity Advocate Pilot Project and serves on various statewide
committees while engaging in community education/outreach. In her spare time, she enjoys hiking around
Hawai'i Island with her husband, going to the beach, and spending time with her family.

Amanda Craig (Treasurer) is a Branch Manager at First Hawaiian Bank. Previously she worked as Assistant
Branch Manager at Central Pacific Bank and New Account Specialist at HFS Federal Credit Union. Before
transitioning to banking five years ago, Amanda worked as an Administrator and Accounting Coordinator at
Hawai‘i Volcano House in Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park, where she worked closely with the Property General
Manager and ExplorUS corporate team to develop and implement streamlined business processes, balance and
audit company financial records, and coordinate management team training and development. Being of mixed
Japanese and Scottish heritage, Amanda was able to find a sense of community in Hawai‘i’'s “hapa” melting pot
culture when she moved with her family from California to Hawai‘i Island in 2009 and graduated from Kea‘au
High School. In her free time, she can be found distance running and roller skating outdoors or traveling
internationally with friends and visiting her family abroad.

Kimberly “Kim” Lin (Secretary) is a native of Papaikou and holds a B.A. in Japanese Studies from the University
of Hawai‘i at Hilo. She currently serves as Chief Operating Officer of Hawai‘i Island United Way and as Parent
Community Networking Coordinator at Waiakeawaena Elementary School with the Hawai‘i State Department of
Education. Kim is committed to strengthening families, schools, and community well-being on Hawai‘i Island,
where she was born and raised. She serves as Secretary of Ku‘ikahi Mediation Center, Vice Chair of the County
of Hawai‘i Real Property Tax Board of Review, and Campaign Treasurer for Hawai‘i County Mayor Kimo Alameda,
PhD. She previously served as Director of Operations at Big Island Substance Abuse Council (BISAC), Program



Manager for Community First Hawai‘i, Retention Specialist at Allstate, Treasurer for East Hawai‘i Cultural Center,
and Board Secretary of Hawai‘i Island United Way.

Douglass “Doug” Shipman Adams (Director & Assistant Treasurer) has served in leadership roles for a number
of organizations, including as current Director of EDvance Continuing Education and Training at Hawai’i
Community College in Hilo and previous Director of Research & Development for the County of Hawai‘i. Doug
served as a U.S. Army officer after graduating from West Point and received his J.D. from Antonin Scalia Law
School at George Mason University. As an attorney, he has been active in non-profit and public sector
organizations in Hawai‘i. Doug is currently Chair of W.H. Shipman, Limited and a member of the Rotary Club of
South Hilo. With the support of his wife, Colonel Deb Lewis, in 2010-2011 he bicycled over 18,000 miles through
all fifty states to highlight issues facing our country’s veterans, military, and their families. Deb and Doug are
very proud of their three adult children and cherish their grandson.

Rev. Eric S. Anderson (Director & Assistant Secretary) has served as Pastor of Church of the Holy Cross United
Church of Christ (UCC) since the spring of 2016. A native of Rockville, Connecticut, he is a graduate of Rockville
High School, Cornell University (A.B. in Theatre Arts), and Andover Newton Theological School (M.Div.).
Ordained in 1988, Eric served churches in Maine and Connecticut. Prior to being called to Hilo, he spent 17
years on the staff of the Connecticut Conference UCC in communications and technology. Eric has served on the
Steering Committee of Interfaith Communities in Action, including terms as Secretary and President. He
currently chairs the Committee on Ministry of the Hawai'i Island Association UCC, serves on the board of the
UCC Media Justice Ministry, and on the board of Neighborhood Place of Puna. A singer/songwriter, Eric has
performed in Hilo both solo and in the folk/acoustic duo Boys in Hats.

Ha‘aheo “Ha‘a” M. Kaho‘ohalahala (Director) was born and raised on Lana‘i and is a proud graduate of
Lahainaluna High School. She earned a B.A. in Communications from California State University, Long Beach, an
M.A. in Communications from Hawai‘i Pacific University, and a J.D. from the University of Hawai‘i at Manoa
William S. Richardson School of Law, with a certificate in Native Hawaiian Rights and Environmental Law. Ha‘a
serves as a Deputy Prosecuting Attorney for the County of Hawai‘i, where she supervises the Circuit Court and
Sexual Assault Unit, and works to advance trauma-informed, victim-centered responses to crime. She also
serves on the board of the Native Hawaiian Bar Association. In her free time, she enjoys traveling and spending
time outdoors, especially at the beach.

Amanda Lee (Director) is a dedicated Commercial Client Manager at Hawaiian Electric, where she focuses on
helping businesses across Hawai‘i Island navigate the dynamic tides of the energy world. With a personal
passion of care grounded in a deep love for the earth and with 20 years with Hawaiian Electric, Amanda brings
strength to the local energy realm and considers herself grateful to play a role in helping our island to move in
ways of sustainability. She holds a B.A. in Marketing and a B.A. in French from Miami University in collaboration
with the Dolibois European Center of Luxembourg. Amanda is a Certified Energy Manager with the Association
of Energy Engineers and serves on their board of directors as the Hawai‘i Island Vice President, where she can
make a difference by mindfully guiding movement of energy issues toward the preservation of the planet. She
serves on the board of directors of the Japanese Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Hawai‘i and of the Toys
for Tots Marine Corps program, with an eye toward giving to our children and uplifting those in need. Amanda
lives with her two lovely daughters and two dogs in Kea‘au, where you can find her enjoying time with them, out
in the wonder of nature, practicing astrophotography, and embracing health and wellness rituals.

Rebecca “Becky” Lester (Director) moved to the island of O‘ahu in 1987 and graduated from Mililani High
School. She received her B.A. in Journalism and a minor in Spanish from the University of Hawai‘i at Manoa and
her J.D. from Thomas M. Cooley Law School in Lansing, Michigan. Becky currently works as a Deputy
Prosecuting Attorney with the County of Hawai‘i and is currently assigned to the Circuit Court Unit. Prior to
moving to Hawai‘i Island, Becky managed her own legal practice in which she represented indigent parents and
acted as a guardian ad litem in Chapter 587A cases as well as criminal defendants in both state and federal
courts. Previously, Becky worked as a Deputy Prosecuting Attorney for the City and County of Honolulu, an
associate attorney at the law firm of Kessner Umebayashi Bain & Matsunaga, and a public defender in

Board Bios — page 2



Philadelphia. She is currently the President for the Hawaii County Bar Association in East Hawai‘i. Becky enjoys
traveling, gardening, walking her dog, and all things Disney!

Karen Maedo (Director) was born and raised in Hilo, Hawai‘i, and is a Hilo High School graduate. She holds a
B.A. in Elementary Education from the Pacific University and an M.A. in Language Arts from the University of
Hawai‘i at Manoa. Karen is a Sapphire Sister of Alpha Delta Kappa, an international honorary organization for
women educators. Her first career was as a teacher of pre-school through college and as an elementary school
administrator. Her second career was as a financial advisor, including for Morgan Stanley and LPL Financial. As a
volunteer, Karen currently serves as a trained counselor for Hawai‘i State Insurance Assistance Program,;
advisory board member for Hawai‘i Care Choices; community representative for Community First Hawai‘i; lunch
deliverer to kupuna for Project Dana; and board of trustees member, pre-school music teacher, and president of
the Buddhist Women’s Association for Honpa Hongwanji Hilo Betsuin (HHHB). In the past, Karen has served as
president and capital campaign committee member for Hawai‘i Care Choices; capital campaign co-chair for
HHHB's preschool building; chair of County of Hawai‘i Fire Commission; and member of County of Hawai‘i Board
of Appeals. Married for over 50 years to her husband, Dennis, Karen is also a proud mother of two and
grandmother of two. She enjoys traveling, spending time with family and friends, and being of service. Karen
says, “Service is the highest form of gratitude (for countless blessings)!”

Colby Miyose (Director) was born and raised in Hilo, Hawai‘i and is a Waiakea High School graduate. He holds a
B.A. in Communication Studies, a B.A. in Sociology, and a M.A. in Communication Studies from the University of
Nevada, Las Vegas. He also holds a Ph.D. in Communication from the University of Massachusetts, Amherst,
where his areas of study are relational communication and identity formation. Colby is currently an Associate
Professor in Communication at the University of Hawai‘i at Hilo, teaching courses in Communication, Conflict,
and Resolution; Dark Side Communication; Family Communication; Interpersonal Communication;
Communication and Romantic Relationships; Communication and Popular Culture; and many more. He
currently serves as Vice Chair for the Asian Pacific American Studies Division and Caucus for the National
Communication Association, and on multiple editorial boards, including Communication Teacher and Critical
Studies in Mass Communication. He sits on the boards of Hawaii Island Chamber of Commerce and The
Salvation Army. Colby loves being outdoors, especially when it comes to hiking, jogging, swimming, or doing
community enrichment and engagement projects.

Sandra “Sandy” Tokuuke (Director) was born and raised in Paukaa, right outside Hilo, Hawai‘i. A proud
graduate of Hilo High School, she went on to the University of Hawai‘i at Hilo before transferring to University of
Hawai‘i at Manoa to earn her B.A. in Education in 1973. Having graduated at a time when teaching positions
were scarce, Sandy instead entered the world of business and finance. She is a Vice President and Senior
Relationship Manager at Merrill Lynch, where her background in education is constantly utilized as she learns
about and helps clients manage their wealth and achieve their financial goals. She is married to Dale Tokuuke,
now enjoying retired life from his family business, Paul’s Enterprises, Ltd., and she has one grown daughter,
Erin. Sandy and Dale both believe in doing what they can to help the community in which they live. She
previously served as the Vice President of the UH Hilo Alumni & Friends Association and on the board of
directors of the YWCA of Hawai‘i Island. She currently serves as the Chairperson of the UH Hilo Performing Arts
Center Advisory Committee, on a committee of the Hawai‘i Community Foundation, and on the board of
directors of the Aloha Exchange Club of East Hawai‘i.

DIRECTORS EMERIT

Andrew “Andy” P. Wilson (Director Emeritus) was born and raised in Hilo, Hawai‘i. He holds a J.D. from the
University of San Diego School of Law and a B.S. in Business Administration from California State Polytechnic
University at San Luis Obispo. He has served as a Deputy Prosecuting Attorney for the County of Hawai‘i and
was one of the founding partners of the law firm Roehrig, Roehrig & Wilson. Andy obtained his initial mediation
training at the Mediation Center of the Pacific on O‘ahu, and completed an advanced mediation course at the
Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution at Pepperdine University School of Law in California. He has been a CAAP
(Court Annexed Arbitration Program) arbitrator since 1987, a selected neutral arbitrator, a mediator for the
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Hawai‘i Appellate Mediation Program, and a member of Dispute Prevention & Resolution, Inc. in Honolulu.
Andy served on the board of the Hawai‘i State Bar Association, and has held numerous offices for the Hawai’i
County Bar Association, including President. He completed three years of Hawaiian language classes at the
University of Hawai‘i at Hilo and has been involved in community organizations, including on the board of
directors of the Mediation Centers of Hawaii, the Hilo Lagoon Centre Association of Apartment Owners, and Ka
‘Umeke Ka‘eo Public Charter School. Andy also served as a Trustee for Lyman Museum and volunteer judge for
the YWCA’s Hawai‘i Island Teen Court. He is a retired Per Diem Judge in the District and Family Courts of the
Third Circuit.

Jennifer Zelko-Schlueter (Director Emerita) was born and raised in Hilo, Hawai‘i. A graduate of Hilo High School,
she received her B.A. in Psychology from the University of Hawai‘i at Hilo and her J.D. from Gonzaga University
School of Law. Jennifer is the Director of Government and Community Relations at Hawaiian Electric.

Previously, she worked as an associate attorney for the law firms of Torkildson Katz and Carlsmith Ball. Jennifer
is the chair of Hawaii Health Systems East Hawaii Region which oversees Hilo Benioff Medical Center, Honoka‘a
Hospital and Skilled Nursing, Ka‘u Hospital, and Yukio Okutsu State Veterans Home. She is also the chair of
Vibrant Hawai‘i and vice-chair of HFS Federal Credit Union, and she serves on the board of directors for Na Leo O
Hawai‘i (which manages Na Leo TV), Hilo High School Viking Advisory Board, East Hawaii Fund Advisory
Committee, and Hawai‘i Leeward Planning Conference. She serves as a CAAP (Court Annexed Arbitration
Program) arbitrator and is a volunteer at the legal Self-Help Center at the Hilo Judiciary Complex.

SENIOR ADMINSTRATION

Julie Mitchell (Executive Director) was born and raised in Los Angeles and graduated magna cum laude with a
B.A. in Sociology and minor in Philosophy from the University of California, Irvine. After moving to East Hawai‘i
in 1998, she worked as Education Coordinator of Volcano Art Center, General Manager of Friends of Hawai‘i
Volcanoes National Park, and Executive Director of Ku‘ikahi Mediation Center since 2012. Julie holds a
Certificate in Professional Development for Not-for-Profit Management from Hawai‘i Community College and is
a graduate of The Hawai‘i Island Leadership Series—Ulumau, The Leadership Works Experience, and The
Weinberg Fellows Program. She received a 2016 AIM For Excellence Award for Outstanding Achievement in Non
Profit Management. In addition to her administrative duties, Julie is also a mediator, facilitator, and trainer for
Ku‘ikahi.
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